The use of Dacron graft for cavo-cavostomy in orthotopic liver transplantation.
The end-to-end "interposition" technique and end-to-side "piggyback" technique are standard approaches to in situ anastomosis during orthotopic liver transplantation. We demonstrate that anastomosis of liver allograft to a Dacron vena cava graft can be a feasible solution if traditional anastomoses cannot be used. A 55-year-old man with end-stage liver failure from alcoholic cirrhosis underwent orthotopic liver transplantation; however, an intraoperative complication during recipient hepatectomy rendered the native vena cava unsalvageable. In addition, the donor vena cava was too short to bridge the caval defect for interposition. We therefore used Dacron for an in situ graft to span the gap, with subsequent anastomosis of the allograft to the prosthetic graft in piggyback fashion. The patient did well postoperatively; his only major complication was late anastomotic stenosis, which was treated successfully with balloon dilatation. Unfortunately the patient became recidivous and expired ten months posttransplant, despite indications of satisfactory allograft function.